TEXTILES : WOOL	51
out of that hard-earned pittance ", on the pretext of ' the
dullness of trade' or ' the custom of the trade ' \ "It is a
business ", wrote one of Arthur Young's correspondents,
" conducted in so shameful a manner as to call loudly for
the attention of Government " 2. Another method of ex-
ploitation was to use false weights in weighing out material,
for instance, eighteen or twenty ounces would be reckoned
to the pound3. This mode of defrauding spinners and
combers was a legacy of mediaeval times, and municipal and
parliamentary regulations alike were ineffectual in checking
the practice 4. In addition the spinners were often paid
truck wages 4a. " The dealers frequently, instead of prompt
payment in money, oblige the spinners to take goods at an
extravagant price by way of barter, contrary to the laws
now in being ; whereby the poor people are much oppressed,
and consequently the yarn not so well spun as it should be,
and the serges not so good as formerly, which hath of late
occasioned the returning of many pieces from abroad " 5.
To these various modes of oppression the spinners were
powerless to oSer any effective resistance; they were
unorganized and their weakness laid them open to ex-
ploitation.
Two other classes of artisans engaged in the woollen
industry merit notice : the wool-combers and the cloth-
finishers 6. The wool-combers were in a superior position to
1 KLrby, A Letter to a Member of Parliament (1787), 9, 16, 21-22 ;
Annals of Agriculture, viii. 439.
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House of Commons Journals, xxiii. 89 (1738).
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Three other groups of textile workers were the dyers, the fullers, and
the scribblers. Fulling was generally performed at a fulling mill where
the cloth was beaten by hammers worked by water-power. In the North
of Scotland the old method of fulling (treading or ' walking ' the cloth
with the feet) continued to survive : Pennant, A Tour in Scotland and
Voyage to the Hebrides, 1772 (ed. 1774), 285; Transactions of the Gaelic Society
of Inverness, xii. (1886) 402. Scribbling was a kind of preparatory carding
intended to separate the fibres of the wool. According to one account,
" they used to work in bodies, and very close together, and on wool tfcat
from the oil and smell became quite obnoxious. They were a poor, sickly,
decrepit race of beings. . . . They used to earn 8s. or 93. a week":
Parliamentary Papers (1802—3), vii. 308.

